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on historical and political subjects, and they both applied
themselves seriously to the science of Political Economy,
then coming into something like " vogue " among the rising
generation, as being a proper object of study.

Presently, another companion became the sharer of these
pursuits, viz. Mr. Charles Cameron, son of the ex-Governor
of the Bahamas and of Lady Margaret Cameron, daughter of
the Earl of Errol. He lived a good deal with his family
(they residing in. the neighbourhood of Bromley), though he
himself was studying for the English Bar. Charles Cameron's
mind was at once vigorous and subtle, delighting in dialectic
exercise, wherein he excelled as a disputant, for he was much
given to the study of mental science generally.

The intercourse with this young man, of nearly the same
age as himself (perhaps a year or two older), which George
Grote maintained, as well in London as in Kent, served to
whet his relish for intellectual labour, whilst the searching
analytic turn of Cameron's mind led his friend into that
channel of inquiry which almost inevitably conducts the
traveller beyond the limits of orthodoxy. Metaphysics now
took hold of Grote with considerable fervour, and, between
discussions and study, the three friends advanced far in their
acquaintance with this tempting branch of knowledge.

Grote's mind had, from the beginning, a pronounced
tendency to the poetic and imaginative vein. Norman was
not without a certain sympathy for the sentimental class of
literature, and he encouraged Grote in his faculty of poetical
composition, which, at this period, really was incontestable.

Cameron, however, acted more strongly upon the sterner
equalities of his friend's intellect, and his example and con-
versation rather served to exalt the severer exercises in his
esteem, whilst they insensibly damped the literary and sen-
timental ca*st of his thought and fancy. Cameron thus
conducted Grote, as it were a stage, on the great path of
development, both of character and objects of study.

Arrived at the age of manhood (that is to say, in the
winter of 1814 and 1815), he became acquainted with a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